SPRING 2018 NEWSLETTER

Trumpeter swan in Lake 26 inlet marsh, April 2017

Hello from the new prez!
Greetings Lake26’ers! My name is Spencer Knisely and last year I was pleased to join the
board as president. After a ‘write in’ ballot was cast by my dear wife Lori and some
convincing pep talk by outgoing president, Ron Zickert, I found myself taking a turn at bat
for a position I know many of you have also volunteered to do! ͺ I’ll try to live up to past
presidents’ examples, and I hope some of you experts out there will help me navigate the
waters of lake association business.
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Lori and I are marketers and designers by trade, having worked several forms of these
careers over the years. At present, among other things, we run our own marketing/branding
agency. It’s a small and young business (only a year old now), but it’s flexible and we enjoy
the work.
We didn’t end up with kids (we married late) so the pitter-patter of little feet in our lives
belongs to Forrest and Finnegan, our hopelessly privileged miniature schnauzers.
Give us a wave or a ‘howdy’ from the pontoon, or stop by our ‘Tiki’ dock in Hideaway Bay.
We’ll see you out there!

Our association has a new website: www.lake26.org
Spencer and Lori wanted to find ways to support the lake using their background and
expertise, and they thought the best way was to build a simple website that could promote
the mission of the association -- working together to keep our lake clean and beautiful -and also serve as a virtual gathering spot for members to share stories, photos,
observations, comments, news, and, of course, just to chat. In other words, a website that
could strengthen our community.
A couple things to note about the site:
●

Lori generated a unique logo for the lake association and lake. Elements of the
logo evoke the beauty and fun of the lake. Also featured is the date 1990, which is
when the lake association first formed. Celebrating our residents’ long commitment
to the lake is a great way, we believe, to demonstrate how serious we are about
taking care of this resource. Let us know how you like it!

●

We encourage you to take a look at the content on the website: information about
our nonprofit status, our bylaws, information about invasive species, and news about
special events. In addition, our newsletters will be archived on it. We also have two
blogs: one for official news from the board about lake association affairs and a
second blog, which is for everyone to contribute news, articles, observations, and
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photos. Feel free to contribute a blog post and if you have any questions, be sure to
ask (board members’ email addresses are below).
●

There’s a merchandise store page on the site. It’s just an exploration idea for now;
merchandise is not yet available. We think it would be fun to show lake pride and
support our conservation and protection of the lake with some quality logo wear. But
first, we want to hear your thoughts about the idea!

●

One cautionary note: please pay special attention to our website address. It’s
www.lake 26.org, The web address is .org, not .com!

●

The website is up and running now, but we’re open to feedback. We ALL own the
site; please let us know what you think.

New board emails!
Easy communication with your board members
The board has set up permanent email addresses for its serving officers. These emails will
be transferred from outgoing to incoming board members during each transition. This will
ensure continuity and allow knowledge to be preserved, and it will allow all members to
easily remember how to reach their board, no matter who is serving.
president@lake26.org
treasurer@lake26.org

vice_president@lake26.org
secretary@lake26.org

Note: Just like the website, the address is .ORG (vs. .COM).

Snail mail is out. May it rest in peace!
Help us deliver the news you need; update your email address with us.
This year, the association has suspended U.S. postal service mailing of lake newsletters and
other business to its members. It was expensive and time-consuming. We’re going digital!
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Although we intend to publish most communications online at our new website, we will also
send email to lake association members. Email will be the primary way to communicate the
most important association business. Help us make sure that there’s at least one active
email account per member household. Of course, multiple emails per household are also
welcome!

Membership dues and monitoring contributions
Please send in your dues and contributions by May 15, 2018
The lake needs your support. Dues and extra contributions keep our active monitoring
presence at the boat launch alive. Monitoring has been shown to slow the encroachment of
invasive species. Monitoring costs per year run from $2,500-3,000, but extra contributions
help build up a rainy-day fund to quickly combat a new invasion, if that were to happen.
The membership form is attached to this email. You can print it, fill it out, and then mail it to
the treasurer by snail mail:
Sue Holzemer, 1452 Arden View Drive, Arden Hills, Minnesota 55112
We’re working to enable other avenues for donations by members and non-members; like
PayPal, or an online form on the website. On the website now, you’ll find an easy PayPal
based donation page here: https://lake26.org/donate. More to come!
The board is now working on seeking financial support from a variety of supporters and
resources, but your financial support -- paying your membership dues and monitoring
contributions every year -- is the most important resource we have.
This year the board pursued 501(c)(3) re-certification for our association, and we owe our
new president, Spencer, a huge debt of gratitude for his tireless work to make this happen.
We’re pleased to say that the IRS has reinstated our status as a charitable organization,
effective on March 6, 2018. Reinstatement creates an opportunity for our members to seek a
deduction for financial support. We keep careful records of support (member and
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non-member) and would be able to issue receipts for anyone interested in pursuing the
deduction.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Annual Dinner at Luther Park Camp | 5 - 7 p.m., Saturday, July 21, 2018
Adults are $10; children are $5. Pre-register or pay at the door; 5-7 pm., Saturday, July 21,
Luther Park Camp
Please join us for our annual dinner at Luther Park Camp. Our organization’s bylaws call for
an annual meeting, but it’s also just fun to get together for great food with lake neighbors.
Beer, wine, and soft drinks will be provided.

Webb Lake Community Club Rummage Sale, May 18 - 19, 2018
The semi-annual rummage sale will be held at the town hall on the corner of Hwy. 77 and
Namekagon Trail. It starts both days at 8:30 and ends at 2. Refreshments available for sale.

Fourth of July Boat Parade | Noon, Saturday, June 30, 2018
Boaters gather in Hideaway Bay
The Fourth of July Boat parade contest is a fun time for families/friends to get together and
be creative with their watercraft! Go big or go minimal. It’s just fun to join in and be a part of
this event. There are 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners with prizes. The 1st place winners get to
be the next year’s judges! So fun! Let’s keep the tradition going and get your themes
planned out now!
Our new president and his wife Lori were the WINNERS last year in the parade, so this year
they are imbued with a sobering nexus of power: President/First Lady AND Judges for this
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year’s contest. They expect to be impressed by the entries and are hoping for a Uuuuge
turnout!
The board is working on a special prize for the new champions!

More information about invasive species
Zebra mussels have been found in nearby lakes
A new threat is zebra mussels, which have made their way to nearby lakes and will almost
certainly expand their reach. Combatting this encroachment will require uninterrupted
monitoring at the boat launch, but it will take more than that. We need to be diligent
ourselves in handling our watercraft in and out of the lake, and we need to think about
setting up a volunteer plan that strengthens the message at the launch for the busiest days.
There will be plenty of information on the new website regarding the status of invasives on
our lake, and the surrounding area. We have a link to the Wisconsin DNR on our site, and
we will look for other sources of information to keep that reference fresh about what we can
all do to keep our lake beautiful and populated strictly by species native to Wisconsin.
Until a more formal strategy can be developed, we would like to hear some ideas or have
volunteers for help at the boat launch on Memorial Day weekend. Reach out to Spencer
president@lake26.org if you are aware of what other lake associations do, if you have
ideas for our lake, or if you just want to join the discussion.
Chinese Mystery Snail Contest, 2018
Last year, we launched a contest: whoever collects the most Chinese mystery snails wins
$100. This was such a success, we’re keeping the contest going! Last year’s winner was
Katie Rowell.
Currently the only invasive species in our lake is the Chinese mystery snail. They’re the
same snails that are used in aquariums. Never release the contents of an aquarium into
the lake! Once again, the Lake 26 Association is offering $100 to the person or family that
collects and removes the most snails over the summer. Snail collectors can report their haul
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(number of pails) at this summer’s annual dinner and the cash prize will be awarded to the
snail collector with the most snails!

BOARD MEMBER ELECTIONS THIS SUMMER
Current board members are: Spencer Knisely, president; Ron Zickert, vice president; Sue
Holzemer, treasurer; and Lisa Peters, secretary.
We will need new board members this summer so please consider serving. It’s not a lot of
work and it’s a good way to get to know your lake neighbors. It’s also a great way to show
your commitment to keeping our lake clean and beautiful! If you are interested in learning
more, please contact Spencer Knisely: president@lake26.org .

TREASURER’S REPORT
Balance on 7/22/2017 $8,735.54
Income from 8/1/2017 to 2/1/2018:
Dues

$120.00

Expenses from 8/1/20182017 to 2/1/2018:
Membership in Burnett County Lakes and Rivers Association

$50

Environmental Sentry Protection (monitoring)

$1951.60

Internal Revenue Service

$275.00

Wisc. Dept. of Financial Institutions

$20.00

Interest

$.35

Balance on 2/1/2018:

$5884.43
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SANDBAR HAZARD BUOY
At last year’s annual picnic, Luther Park Camp expressed a desire to apply to the Wisconsin
DNR for permission to place a hazard buoy (waterway marker) on the sand bar just outside
the entrance of Resort Bay. This warning buoy would help boaters avoid running aground,
injuring people, or harming their equipment.
This spring, the Wisconsin DNR approved the camp’s application. Luther Park Camp will
manage the installation and removal of the buoy annually. They expect to have the buoy in
place early this spring.

ANNOUNCEMENT: Tim Hoffman
We were saddened to learn of the passing of one of our long-time lake neighbors and
former association board member. Tim Hoffmann, who died February 18 at his home in
North Fort Myers, FL.
Tim and his wife Karen have owned their property in Resort Bay since 2002. He was always
generous with his time at the lake, serving in several positions on the board. He and Karen
loved spending time at their cabin with family and friends and especially with their
grandchildren.
Tim will be remembered as a man of faith, family, and friendship. Family was always the
center of Tim’s world and we were fortunate to have him as part of our lake community. He
will be greatly missed.
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